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Dear Ms. OliYer: 

\fay 8, 2025 

(Sutellire (ijjiceJ 
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Kindl~ consider thic; document to constitute ·esponse 10 the 
Supplemental TSA lm-~stiga tive Report dated Apri l I. 2025 and submitted to O C. For 
Lhe reasons set forth below. OSC should deem TSA 's supplemt:ntal report to be 
inadeqmite and refer it bad lO T A for further in\'esrigation and actioa. 

lnadcq uacie of T A' s Respon e as it R elates to tbe Replica Ha ndgun 

T A was tasked with providing an assessment of the AlT machines fai lure to alert 
an exercise in which a TSA Officer in BOS FET program concealed a_ 

on March 3. 2023 . 

By \\ i:1)' llf its response T A· s :supplcn 

By way of its response. T A cou ld not offer an explanation for ,,hy the AIT did 
not alarm on March 3. 2023. Instead, T. A could only speculate that perhaps the Role 
player· swearing of an outer gannent may have played a role. TI1is response is non­
sensical as the light weight jacket being worn by the Role player d()es 1101 requ ire 
divestiture under the SOP"s. It docs not inst ill a whol~ lot of confidence in the AlTs 



abilu~ if the ~st 1 A can Jt, 1s try to explain 3\\,1} and cxcu~Ii: the All's failure 10 aJarm 
on mer~ speculatH,n that perhar~ ..in .tuthorized light weight 1,ui..:r gannent r~ndcrcd the 
machine inefftTtt\ c. Ho,\ mam of chcse im ahd test:-. exist? l lo" often are the Al I's in 
lhc!Sc Roi~ playing exercises faiii11g to detect lrcsulcing in the rc::iponuing 
ollicer:., allo,Ying threat::. to pas~ illto the secure arl!a? Perhaps T A :.hould be asked to 
pr\)\ i<lt! statistics and numbers a,; to ho" man) of these FET program tests come back. or 
urc Je~med. imalu.l beca~e th\.' \IT does t)Ol alam, to a kno\-.n threat. 

lSA"s r~-creation of the M11rch 3. 2023 incident also lc~:1ds 10 more tiuc~Lions than 
answers. Spcctticnll}, TSA first tries to reassure O 'C that whuh:vcr foUurcs c~i-,tcd in 
~larch of 2023 no lon!:!er ex1sls J~ the systems and sofr"are hmc since been updated. h 
th\.'n proceeds lll d...-monSlratc th.it in iL'i re-creation c'\ercise of fcbruan 6 ::o~"i h I 

-

• to alam, \\hen a male :.ubJect \\a." !--crccncd­
Ralhi.!r thnn pro,,,d~ rttu~surancc. 1hi., 1cs1 should r , i ' r f 

o th i, date are nor s.11isfoctorily dctcctini:t 
ot p~sengers. 

It should pn" ide no solac\.' that in itS Fchru3f) 6. 2025 rc-cr<ation cxcrcisl! the 
r-\1 l alarmed "hen th~ male rok rla~ ~r \\ as scanned using the ~ender neutral l!t"t1ing or 
thut it alarmed "'hen the lemak role player was scanned using either setting. 'fhi1; is not 
baseball. where going , for ➔ is rnnc;idcred a grent game. Tl.it\ cannot operak at this 
le\ d (.)f accurac~ and Just pass 11 ~,ff to O C ~ a :>U Ce!>S. Bas,c<l (IO its own l'\!-cre.mon 
161 resul • •nt that a threat e, ists \\hereby the ,I\JT", are not a~curatcl) 
di.!tccting especrull~ \\ hen scanning on the male setting. ll !ihould be 
n~Htd that t 1erc 1s ,w 111, 1cation thnt the mak rok player in TSA • s rccrea1ion exercise 
v.o~ \\euring nn) kind of outer gJrn1ent chat coulJ ha, e imp,1cltcd the machinc·s 
,cns1ti\ it}. 

A second tusk gi,·en to I SA \\as to: 

~r:imetc~ ol ,,h:u ··other o~jl!cb conceah.:d under la~t!r • ol dothing·· 
,·ould trigger an AIT alarm." 

rSA s1ar1s iLs n:sponsl' ,, i1h the rmher confusing sratern~m: 

.. l his ll!nn i!'i W>~d ,1'> a catrh:ill to mdude an} \!\plosh es. sha1r-p . or other ilt:llls 1ha1 
cvuld cause catastrophic damage lo an aircratt:· 

This 0110 sl!ntcncc re!-.ponsc ii.\\ holly non-responsive. I he question being posed 
\\~I.\, nol 10 <letinc \,hut O "C mcam b) the phrnsc "'other objeclls concealed un<.kr layers ()r 
dothing"' in its 4u~stion. But th,ll i-. precisd:, ,\hot T A did. rn trii:J to du [nhcr T A 
is mod.ing O (. m thb respon~ or it i~ displa~ing an uuerl) frightening h~H~I of 
in ompetencc. 

"I 



The qul!:.ti(lO posed \\ a_s 'IUlle~ 10 W$ ho" 1he \IT machml!'~ '-' ork? 
~hire "pecificall~ "hat com,titulc:~ a-and "hut doc!> not. in the eye~ of the 
J\I I '~ 

How can the A [T determine that a forci~n object 
i nol a threat') D<.'~b~ s th-· posttJon ot an Hem sue t at 1t can 
dctcm1ine that this-oh1cc1 i" and not some nefarious rnmcriaJ? 
Oc.>C!-. lhe AI7 cml~ dctl!ct 1hreal!:..1 \\ h:u a out cc.Hltra and. like Jn1g or htaardow, 

-

1s TS/\ inJicatmg Lhul .i passenger cnn shnply wolk through an Al I \\ 1th a 
rick or cocaine or '.'tome other narc~llic nnd me machine will not alarm 

s ilcm docs not po-.c ,1 rbk of ca:iastr()phi damage lll the aircraft.., 1 u the best 
llf \1r - no,, kdge. and 1':i-;~d on all of the tnuning. he h,ts been pro, tlkd on the 
:\I I. the Al Ts do not posses the ,1bilit) to detect the compos1uon of an) item. thl!> are 
0111) capable of dt?h.:c1i11g \\ h~ther an anornal) t:\i::,ts on the hod) of a passenger', 
'vfillimcter wa\t.~ technology hos no ahility to detect the chemical compositiorl of uny 
:s.nomnl~ on tht! be.Kl~ . Millimeter \\':l\t! to&"hnolog) i:; not a cl1cm1cnl nnal~ sb, tnol. 

T :\ tric LO c,plain that I A·~ Detection tandards \\Ork off a black list concept 
,cm,u-.a \\hitc list cum:cpt. In 1h~ ,.,.orclo; ofT'A, thhi means thm 1l1ey outline the '>pccific 
thr~ats the machines arc supposed 10 rind rather than outlinin, the rull set of it ·me.: t a 
nrc nllo\\ed into th<-' secure area. 
the machint' did nm alarm. rhe pro t!m w1 ,~ resron:ie 1, l wt II suggests t 1at u css 
I \ programs lls .\IT· s to detect .1 kno,rn threat. the machine \\ ill allo,, an item 
through. Thi,; apprc,ach. it sei:m::,, lor ~s 1 'A t(l ah,a~ s remain nne step ah1:ad of those 
"i:-.hing to defoat lh1.: system "'hich is a vc0 tklcnsivc and n.:acti0nary position to be in. 
It b abo complc1d) rnntrndictlH, to lhe inform.uion ,.,,hich i, con"c> ed to those on the 
fmm lines \\hoar~ operating under lhe belie I thnt ,r there is an llhjcct. an) ob_jcct, lm a 
pcr!>on which hould not be there. \\ hich is not part uf the person· s .ma tom~ . the.! \ I [ 
n1.1dunes \\i II dc.>tcct it. Wh) nre \\\! limiting the Al 1 ·s to ak1t1ng 0111) to prcd~tcrmined 
hluck list of kmm n lhrcats? r~ thi s 1110,·e to a 1hrcat :ipecific dctcction mcth()(.I being 
tlrivc11 by some k[nd of political I~ mmi,·ated response to compluints by cer1.11in groups? 

T A · s \'Oguc. t.onfusing unJ ,ontradict<1~ r..:spon eon 1lw, issue lca,c, a 101 to be 
de~1rcJ . 

finally. TSA J IQ is h1dkvcd to maintain a log of cH:r) fF 'I AlT test conducted 
throughout the counc1~ and mon.: "r>cciflcally at large CAT X airporu. that has lx!cn 
<.kc:med ··imal1d· I hat 1og oJ ··m, ahu·· te-ts \\1II be a catalogu~ of AlT fa1hm~, to d~tect 
thrt."3t l~sL piece:) in TTT test:- throughout lhc nation T A -.houlJ ~ <liq.1lging the 
s1..i 11.,uc • in that log of rET Al I tc,1~ (.kerned "in"alid- fo1 failur~ to d-.: tect the conc~uled 
threut item. over ti me, and throughout Lhe countr) 

\\"ht>relou:. eque ~ that CJ C remand this mancr bad.: to ISA 
tor turlher inw ligation anJ e,planation. 



I hank you. 

I ho.:r~b~ uuest lhat 1he stalcmcnts mad~ abo\ e arc true and a ·cunne to the: t,c ·t of m) 
mformution and Nhd. 




